
Essential question #1:  What reasons impelled Europe to turn to Africa for laborers?  Were racial attitudes a major cause?
AFRICA AND THE CREATION OF AN ATLANTIC SYSTEM

How did contacts between Africans and Europeans impact Africans?
In what respects did Africa differ from Latin America due to contacts with Europeans?

What trends impacted sub-Saharan Africa during the time period?
Essential Question #2:  How did the slave trade affect the societies and populations of Africa?

THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
What were the Portuguese trading forts called?  What was commonly traded?

What did they try to do besides trade with the Africans?

Who displaced the Portuguese later?

What good did the Portuguese initially seek? What replaced it?

What crop required constant labor and was hardest on them?

TREND TOWARD EXPANSION
What is the estimated number of slaves forced to migrate?

What was the mortality rate during the Middle Passage?

How was slavery in southern North America different from the Caribbean and South America?

DEMOGRAPHIC PATTERNS
How were the trans-Saharan and trans-Atlantic slave trades different?

What is the changing demography of Africa?

ORGANIZATION OF THE TRADE
What is the Triangular Trade?

Essential Question#3:  What was the cultural impact of Africans on the New World?

AFRICAN SOCIETIES, SLAVERY, AND THE SLAVE TRADE
How did Europeans rationalize their part in the slave trade?

What is chattel slavery?

Why did slavery play a bigger role in African society than some other civilizations?

How did slavery relate to polygyny?

Who did Africans enslave?

SLAVING AND AFRICAN POLITICS
How did the “gun-slave cycle” influence African politics?

ASANTE AND DAHOMEY
What did the Asante kingdom trade?

What did the Benin kingdom trade?

Who was known as the slaving state?

What were some of the creative features of their societies that were on par with Europe?

What kinds of power did the kings have?

EAST AFRICA AND THE SUDAN
Where are most of the slaves going from the East Coast of Africa?

What 2 things combined to cause extreme violence in the region?

Essential Question #4:  Compare the effects of the settler colony of South Africa to the European trading ports in West Africa.
WHITE SETTLERS AND AFRICANS IN SOURTHERN AFRICA
When did the Dutch establish the first colony in South Africa?  Why?

What drove the Dutch farther inward?

Who eventually gained this as their colony?  When?

What was the Great Trek?

THE MFECANE AND THE ZULU RISE TO POWER
Who rose as a great leader? When?

What other great ruler could we compare him to? (not in the book—think)

When and how was the Zulu’s dominance ended?

Essential question #5:  Is continuity or creative adaption the best way to understand the cultural importance of the African diaspora?
THE AFRICAN DIASPORA

SLAVE LIVES
How many died marching to the slave pens on the coast?

How many died in during the Middle Passage?

AMERICAN SLAVE SOCIETIES
What were some of the distinctions made within the slave class?

What differed between South and North American slave societies?

THE PEOPLE AND GODS IN EXILE
How did religion provide an example of continuity and adaption for Africans?
THE END OF THE SLAVE TRADE AND THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY
When did Britain abolish it?

When was it abolished in Brazil?
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